
 

Mills High School 

Algebra 1 2018-19 Syllabus // Ms. Kovacs 

 

Contact information: 

Room 303 

mkovacs@smuhsd.org  

Office hours: Thursdays 7-7:45am, 3:30-4:30pm 

 

MHS Schoolwide Learning Outcomes (SLOs): 

● Effective Communicators and Collaborators 

● Positive contributors to the community 

● Individuals that are healthy, self-reliant and responsible 

● Critical Problem Solvers and Creative Thinkers 

 

“Mathematics, rightly viewed, possesses not only truth but supreme beauty.” - Bertrand Russell 

 

Welcome to Algebra 1! In this course we will explore some of the fundamentals of math, learning about functions, 

equations, statistical modeling, and more. Most importantly, we will build problem-solving skills that will help you 

succeed in math and beyond.  

 

Classroom Norms and Expectations 

❏ Believe in yourself. It changes what you can do! 

❏ Listen to, build on, and respect the ideas of others 

❏ Play your team role  

❏ Ask for help and offer help 

❏ Your peers are your best resources 

❏ Everyone can learn math to high levels 

❏ Confusion is an essential part of learning 

❏ Depth is more important than speed 

 

The textbook we use is called Core Connections Algebra, and you will have access to both a digital 

and a hard copy of the book. This is the book we will use for the majority of homework 

assignments. 

Access Instructions :_____________________________ 

 

Homework (also see: District Homework Policy) 

● Homework is assigned every night (not including weekends and holidays) and is your time 

to practice what we learn in class. You will have a much better chance at being 

successful in this class if you do homework. 

● Homework comes from the book under the “Review and Preview” section. I will usually post homework 

assignments on Canvas, but you should always write down the assignment in class as well. 

● Homework should not take you more than 30 minutes. If you find that it is taking you longer, please come talk 

to me, and we will work something out.  

 

Classwork 

Classwork is the most important part of being successful in this class. Working in your groups is where you will learn the 

major concepts of this class. This may be different than what you’re used to. I will not teach you a procedure and then have 

you practice; instead, you will explore new ideas guided by me, your instructor, in a way that helps you learn best.  It may 

even feel uncomfortable. But I ask that you trust in the process (backed by research), and work through the process.  

 

 

mailto:mkovacs@smuhsd.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M9nFz-270RonUwanI8ikyqDKuolUxNimtxqYPHU5Ymw/edit?usp=sharing


Grading 

Assessments Unit Tests 

Projects 

60%  

Final Exam 20% 

Individual Quizzes (Formative) 0% * 

Work Habits Daily Homework (5%) 

Classwork (CW Problems, Learning Logs, Exit Tickets, etc.) (10%) 

Group Quizzes and Participation (5%)  

20% 

* Quizzes do not affect your grade, but they will show up in the gradebook so you can get feedback on how you’re doing 

Note: These percentages are estimates. The teacher will ultimately determine the final grade.  

 

Absences 

Being absent in my class is difficult, because you will miss the classwork that is crucial to your learning. That said, I 

understand that absences happen. If you are absent, feel free to contact me and/or look at Canvas to see what you missed. 

To the best of my ability, I will update Canvas to show what we did in class and link resources that could help you catch up. 

In the end, though, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed.  Any assignments that you missed will be due 

within 3 school days of your absence. 

 

Late Work 

Even if you are not absent, life happens, and you may have extenuating circumstances that prevent you from turning in an 

assignment on time. In this case, it is essential that you email me as soon as you know the assignment is going to be late 

(in other words, not that day in class when you don’t have it). I can be very reasonable as long as you communicate. When 

in doubt, communicate, communicate, communicate! 

 

Revise and Redeem Policy 

● Major assignments may be revised for an improved grade 

● Retakes and/or Test Corrections may be available, but will require attending tutoring with me outside of class 

● Quizzes & Group Tests will be treated as formative assessments: if your individual summative test score is higher, 

it will replace the earlier score. 

 

Supplies 

Each student will receive a graph-ruled composition notebook. In addition, students are required to have the following 

supplies:  

● Pencil 

● Eraser 

● Paper (lined or graph) 

● Highlighter 

● Ruler 

● Binder with 3 dividers 

● Scientific Calculator  

→ TI-30XS Multiview or TI-30XIIS 

If you have issues getting any of the above supplies, you may talk to me after class or set up a time to meet privately, and I 

will do my best to get you what you need.  

 

Topics Covered 

Line of Best Fit, Linear Relationships, Functions, Linear Equations, Simplifying Expressions, and Problem Solving 

 

Extra Help 

Email me and I will direct you to some school resources! 

 






